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Revenue Purpose Statement

Proposi on _

SAVE (Secure an Advanced Vision for Education Fund)
Bettendorf, North Scott, and Pleasant Valley community school district voters will find “Proposition _” on
their Tuesday, March 2nd, special election ballot. The propositions are the districts’ Revenue Purpose
Statements specifying how they would continue to use the funds they receive from the State one-cent
sales tax, known as Secure an Advanced Vision for Education fund (SAVE).

Frequently Asked Questions
ONE CENT SALES & SERVICE TAX
Q. Why are the school districts asking for re-approval of the Revenue Purpose Statement?
A. In 2019, the Iowa Legislature extended the one-cent sales tax through 2051. Current District
Revenue Purpose Statements are valid through January 31, 2031. If Iowa districts want to use these
funds for long-term facility planning beyond 2031, the Revenue Purpose Statement must be updated
to align with the 2019 legisla ve changes. Iowa Code 423F.3 outlines in which order revenues must
be expended without a Revenue Purpose Statement. Re-approval allows districts to plan for facility
improvements during long-range planning.
The one-cent sales tax allows districts to:
● Maintain the investment our communi es have made in facili es
● Facilitate long-term planning and provide a stable revenue source to respond to changing facility
needs.
●

Provide funds to purchase technology and equipment.

●

U lize SAVE revenues for bond principal and interest payments as opposed to issuing General
Obliga on bonds, which are funded with property taxes.

Q. Will re-approving the Revenue Purpose Statement raise my taxes?
A. No. The Iowa Legislature approved the sales tax to go through 2051. This is NOT a property tax but
a sales tax paid at the me of purchase, so you’ll pay this regardless of whether the Revenue
Purpose Statement is re-approved. Re-approval of the Revenue Purpose Statements simply dictates
how revenues may be spent, and allows districts to priori ze expenditures on facili es and
technology so that all students have high-quality schools.

Q. What is SAVE?
A. Secure an Advanced Vision for Educa on or SAVE is a statewide one-cent sales tax for schools that
started as a county-voter-approved tax. Sco County voters ﬁrst approved the 10-year One-Cent tax
in May of 1999. In March 2008, Sco County voters approved a second 10-year tax that remained in
eﬀect through September 2019. In 2008, the Iowa Legislature enacted the state-wide SAVE (Secure
an Advanced Vision for Educa on) that provides revenue to all school districts through 2029.
Be endorf updated its Revenue Purpose Statement in 2011 when the Iowa Legislature, allowing the
district to use SAVE funds for facili es and technology through 2029. The District is looking to
update its Revenue Purpose Statement again through 2051, or un l the law expires.

Q. How would passage of the Revenue Purpose Statement aﬀect facili es planning?
A. Re-approval of the Revenue Purpose Statement allows District Administrators to present long-range
facili es and technology planning to the Board of Educa on and community. This allows a more
produc ve planning process, allowing the District to provide a 21st Century educa on to all students
and minimizes costs of deferred maintenance on facili es.

Q. How much longer does the current, state-wide, one-cent tax run?
A. The District’s current Revenue Purpose Statement is valid through January 31, 2031. The District will
s ll receive these funds through 2051. However, if the Revenue Purpose Statement is not updated,
funds must be spent in the order listed below. This dras cally limits the District’s ability to plan for
long-term facili es and technology projects.
●
●
●
●

Reduce any debt service levy
Reduce any Physical Plant and Equipment Levy (PPEL)
Reduce any Public Educa on and Recrea on Levy (PERL)
THEN the District can use the funds for school infrastructure and any lawful State Penny purpose

Q. How much does the Be endorf Community School District receive annually in SAVE
dollars?
A.
2020 - 2021 Revenue (es mated)
Be endorf CSD

$4,037,315

Q. What projects does Be endorf Community School District have planned for 2020-2029?
A.
●
●

Herbert Hoover Elementary Secure Entrance and Oﬃce Updates (Phase I)
Herbert Hoover Elementary Phase II Campus Updates

●
●
●

Edison Academy Campus Updates
Be endorf Middle School Roof Replacement
1:1 Chromebook purchases

●
●

Paul Norton Elementary Secure Entrance (summer 2020)
Mark Twain Elementary New Campus (opened January 2020)

Q. Which items are exempt from the local op on tax?
A. Exempted items include food, prescrip on drugs, gasoline and special fuels, new and used
automobiles, farm equipment, seed, feed, and hotel and motel rooms.

Q. How do you decide what to spend on each project?
A. We’re building for the future, with ﬂexibility built-in to help us meet tomorrow’s needs. The Board
and community will con nue to provide guidance and input on how best to use our SAVE dollars.
We use long-range forecas ng and planning to allocate annual dollars over a period of me.

USES OF REVENUE
Q. How could the tax proceeds be spent?
A. See the detailed wording of the proposi on in the “Elec on” sec on below. Basically, the sales
tax funds would be used for:
●
●
●

Property tax relief
Technology infrastructure
School safety and security

●
●
●
●

Build and furnish a new school building or buildings
Remodel, reconstruct, repair, expand, and improve the school buildings
Establish and maintain public recrea on places and playgrounds
Principal and interest on, or re rement of, bonds issued for school infrastructure purposes

ELECTION
Q. How will the ballot be worded for the Be endorf Community School District?

Proposi on A
Shall the following public measure be adopted: Yes | No

PROPOSITION A
Summary: To adopt a Revenue Purpose Statement specifying the use of revenues the Be endorf
Community School District will receive from the State of Iowa Secure an Advanced Vision for Educa on
Fund.
In the Be endorf Community School District, the following Revenue Purpose Statement which speciﬁes
the use of revenues the Be endorf Community School District will receive from the State of Iowa Secure
an Advanced Vision for Educa on Fund shall be adopted.
To provide funds for property tax relief.
To provide funds to acquire or install informa on technology infrastructure (including
improving buildings or sites for the purpose of accessing broadband digital
telecommunica ons) and school safety and security infrastructure.
To provide funds to build and furnish a new school building or buildings; to build and
furnish addi on(s) to school buildings in the District; to remodel, reconstruct, repair,
expand, and improve the school buildings in the District; to purchase and improve
grounds; for demoli on work; to furnish and equip district facili es.
To provide funds for the purchase, lease or lease-purchase of buildings, equipment
(including transporta on and recrea on equipment), or technology and to repair
transporta on equipment for transpor ng students as authorized by law, to implement
energy conserva on measures, sharing or rental of facili es including a joint
infrastructure project for the purposes of oﬀering classes under a district-to-community
college as authorized in Iowa Code Sec on 423F.3(3)(c), procuring or acquisi on of
libraries, or opening roads to schoolhouses or buildings.
To provide funds to purchase land as part of start-up costs for new student construc on
program or if the sale of the previous student construc on was insuﬃcient to purchase
land, and to purchase construc on materials and supplies for a student-constructed
building or shed intended to be retained by and used by the District.
To provide funds to make payments to a municipality or other en ty as required under
Iowa Code Sec on 403.19(2).
To provide funds for demoli on, cleanup, and other costs if such costs are necessitated
by, and incurred within two years of, a disaster.
To provide funds to establish and maintain public recrea on places and playgrounds;

provide for supervision and instruc on for recrea onal ac vi es; or for community
educa on purposes.
To provide funds for the payment of principal and interest or re rement of general
obliga on bonds issued for school infrastructure purposes, energy improvement loans,
loan agreements authorized by Iowa Code Sec on 297.36, sales, service and use tax
revenue bonds issued under Iowa Code Sec on 423E.5 or Iowa Code Sec on 423F.4; and
To provide funds for other authorized expenditures and purposes as now or herea er
permi ed by law and designated by the Be endorf Community School District.
It being understood that if this proposi on should fail to be approved by the voters, such failure shall
not be construed to terminate or restrict authority previously granted by the voters to expend
receipts from the Secure an Advanced Vision for Educa on Fund.
If approved, this Revenue Purpose Statement shall remain in eﬀect un l replaced or amended by the
Be endorf Community School District.

Q. What percentage is required for passage?
A. A simple majority (one more than 50%) of all those vo ng in the school district elec on is required.

Q. How long would the Revenue Purpose Statement be in eﬀect?
A.

It would immediately replace our exis ng Revenue Purpose Statement (the two are essen ally the
same) and would expire in 2051 unless the legislature extends the expira on date.

Q. Could the school board by resolu on pass or modify the Revenue Purpose Statement
without a vote of the electors?
A. No.

Q. What happens if the Revenue Purpose Statement fails?
A. If a majority of eligible electors vo ng on the ques on fail to approve this Revenue Purpose
Statement, then upon expira on of the current Revenue Purpose Statement, revenues
received by the School District from the Secure an Advanced Vision for educa on fund shall
be expended in the following order:
● The payment of bonds for which SAVE Revenue has been pledged;
● Reduc on of on levies under Iowa Code Sec ons 298.18 and 298.18A and all other debt levies;
● Reduc on of the regular and voter-approved physical plant and equipment levy under Iowa
●
●
●

Code Sec on 298.2;
Reduc on of the public educa onal and recrea onal levy under Iowa Code Sec on 300.2
For any authorized infrastructure purpose if the school district as deﬁned in Iowa Code Sec on
423F.3(6);
For the payment of principal and interest on bonds issued under Iowa Code Sec on 423E.5 and
423F.

Q. Does my vote impact the vote in any other school district?
A. No. Each school district has a separate vote. They are being held on the same day.

Q. When and where do we vote?
A. The polls will be open from 7 am to 8 pm on Tuesday, March 2, 2021. Voters can also
request an absentee ballot.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS
Fill out an absentee ballot, available from the Sco County Auditor, and mail it to the
auditor’s oﬃce by February 19th (11 days prior to the vote). The elec on date is March 2,
2021. The type is “special.” Absentee ballots MUST be postmarked by March 1st.
POLLING LOCATIONS
Be endorf Community School District Residents
Informa on Coming Soon
If you are not sure of your polling place, check your voter registra on card or call the Sco
County Auditor's Oﬃce at (563) 326-8631.

